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MINUTES -- SPECIAL MEETING NO. 06-06-30
New Jersey Casino Control Commission

 Joseph P. Lordi Public Meeting Room  -  First Floor

 Tennessee Avenue & Boardwalk

 Atlantic City, New Jersey

June 30, 2006
5:30 p.m.

PRESIDING:

Chair Linda M. Kassekert
ATTENDING:
Vice Chair Ralph G. Frulio and Commissioners 



Michael A. Fedorko, Michael C. Epps and William T. Sommeling
During the reading of the statement of compliance with the notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, the Commission informed that it was unable to provide the 48 hours notice of this special hearing, since the Commission anticipated until June 29, 2006, that an Appropriations Act for Fiscal year 2007 would be enacted, prior to July 1, 2006.  The Casino Control Act requires Commission inspectors to be present at all times during the operation of any casino or casino simulcasting facility.  In the absence of a constitutionally mandated New Jersey State budget, the Commission concluded that a public hearing concerning the temporary cessation of casino operations should be conducted as soon as possible to ensure the orderly, safe and secure suspension of gaming operations in Atlantic City should such action prove necessary.  The Commission considered and took formal action:
1.
By a vote of 5-0 approved to conduct a Special Hearing, to commence immediately hereafter, to consider the sole matter of the temporary suspension of the Certificates of Operation of the 12 casino licensees, pursuant to N.J.S.A 5:12-96, in the event that the Governor of the State of New Jersey declares a state of emergency due to the absence of Annual Appropriations Act for fiscal year 2007.

2.
Subsequent to the reading of a statement of compliance with the notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act and roll call, the Commission considered and took formal action on the following matter:


Consideration of the temporary suspension of the Certificates of Operation of the 12 licensees, pursuant to N.J.S.A 5:12-96 in the event that the Governor of the State of New Jersey declares a state of emergency due to the absence of an Annual Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2007.

The Commission received into evidence exhibits P-1 and P-2.
3.
The Commission considered the written submissions, exhibits, and oral arguments presented, and by a vote of 5-0 issued the following rulings:
a) suspended the Certificates of Operation held by each casino licensee, contingent upon issuance of an Executive Order, declaring a state of emergency, due to the absence of an Appropriations Act for Fiscal year 2007, following an orderly cessation of services;
b) upon the issuance of such Executive Order, each casino licensee shall effectuate the orderly closure of its casino and simulcasting facilities and the cessation of gaming and simulcast wagering activities in accordance with its approved internal controls; 
c) delegated authority to Chair Kassekert, for the proper implementation of the closure of the casinos and simulcasting facilities and the cessation of gaming and simulcast wagering consistent with the Executive Order; and
d) delegated authority to Chair Kassekert, or her designee, to vacate the suspension of each certificate of operation and implement the orderly reopening of casino and simulcast wagering facilities and the resumption of casino and simulcasting operation and wagering activities, at such time and under such conditions as the Chair deems appropriate, after being advised by Governor Jon S. Corzine, that the State employees required for the operation of the casinos may resume their duties.
These rulings are subject to the findings, terms and conditions stated on the record and in the Order  (ruling number 06-06-30; transcript pages 1-58).

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Commission rulings are documented in orders or resolutions.  These rulings and official transcripts are available for public review at the Commission offices located in the Arcade Building at the corner of Tennessee Avenue and Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey.

These minutes remain subject to amendment until such time as they are formally ratified by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.






  C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Executive Secretary of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes of the Open Session conducted on June 30, 2006, are true and correct.





         ____________________________________   

           

    

  
      Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Esq.

                                                        Executive Secretary


