new jersey Casino control commission

Tennessee Avenue and Boardwalk

Atlantic City, NJ 08401

All casinos open and operating
For Immediate Release

Saturday, July 8, 2006
Contact:
Daniel Heneghan
Public Information Officer
609 441-3799


dheneghan@ccc.state.nj.us
ATLANTIC CITY( Casino Control Commission Chair Linda M. Kassekert Saturday said that all 12 of the city’s gaming halls were back in action by 8 a.m. this morning.

“I’m pleased that we were able to get casinos back into operation within an hour after Gov. Corzine lifted the state of emergency,” Kassekert said.  “Our inspectors were notified right after I lifted our suspension order and they responded quickly and professionally.”

The Governor’s Office contacted Kassekert shortly after Gov. Corzine signed an executive order that allowed state employees to return to work.  “I then signed an order allowing casinos to reopen at 7 a.m. I personally spoke with CEOs of 11 of the 12 casinos to inform them that they could reopen.”

Shortly after she signed that order, Kassekert directed a dozen commission inspectors to immediately report to the casinos.  By 7 a.m., inspectors in each casino were on hand to return gaming equipment keys to casino officials.  Once that occurred, casinos were able to immediately open their slot machines and start distributing cards and dice to reopen the table games.  
“The reopening went very smoothly, in large part because of the dedication of our inspectors.  We had inspectors volunteering to come in and help get casinos back in operation,” Kassekert said.  “After he signed the executive order, Gov. Corzine said that casinos could be back in operation within an hour.  I’m proud to say we met that deadline and had Atlantic City’s casinos back on line shortly after 7 a.m.”
After the initial 12 inspectors returned, principal inspectors for each casino contacted additional staff to report to work overseeing gaming operations.  “The number of inspectors needed varied from casino to casino, but we were able to get enough of our staff into the casinos to resume normal operations,” she said.  Representatives from the Division of Gaming Enforcement were on hand as well to make certain that there were no problems.  She said the DGE informed the Commission that by mid-day, it was operating with a normal Saturday staff.
The casinos were closed at 8 a.m. July 5 after Gov. Corzine declared a state of emergency because the New Jersey Legislature had not approved a budget.  On July 1, the governor ordered an orderly shutdown of all non-essential state services, including oversight of casinos.  Casinos were allowed to operate until July 5 because of public safety concerns.

“Everyone involved in regulating Atlantic City’s casinos is pleased that this crisis has ended.  It was a very difficult period for our employees and for thousands of employees at the 12 casino hotels,” Kassekert said.  “All of us at the Commission are glad we can get back to the business or regulating the casino industry.”



















